Good morning, everyone. And a Happy New Year to you all.
The day before yesterday, I was invited to the coming-of-age
ceremony sponsored by Ise City. As you know, the definition of
adults by the Civil Code is now under discussion. In 2020,
those who are 18 years of age might be called “adults.” So today
I would like you to think about adulthood.

What do you think will distinguish adults from children?
Adults have the right to vote, but children do not. Adults are
independent, but children depend on parents. Now it is your
turn. Please talk with people around you for two minutes.

Now I would like to give you my opinion. I think that
children are “consumers”, and adults are “producers.” In order
to be adults, you cannot keep just consuming, but you need to
produce something, especially for society.

You are not adults yet, but you are certainly on the way. You
must be ready to produce something. It is just around the
corner. Then what can you produce for society? That is what
you have to find out from now. = Keep on working!
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