Today, I would like you to think about “means” and “purpose.”

The new National Center Test for University Admission is in confusion, as the
Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology announced the
postponement of the introduction of English proficiency tests. ~ You might feel
uneasy and irritated, and so do we teachers.  But just because we are confused,

we must be clearly aware of the difference between means and purpose.

Abilities to think, judge, and express are all required in future society.  Also,
English is necessary for higher education as a powerful communication tool to
discuss ideas in the international arena. Therefore it is not wrong to test these
abilities for university admission.  The purpose of the entrance examination
reform itself is reasonable.

The problem is that a fair means to test these abilities has not been prepared.

[t important for you to distinguish means and purpose, and keep on doing what
you need to do for the right purpose, not what you are tempted to do, or what you
can do easily. It is only a means to get good scores on tests. I do not want

you to run into superficial knowledge. I wantyou to learn deep and eternal truth.

And do not lose your purpose of learning.

To study, to get good scores, and to enter the school you desire, all are just
means. If you desire to live a wealthier life than others, or to get a sense of
superiority over others, it is just an egoistic behavior.  If you desire to contribute
to society by making everyone live a decent life, or helping others whose efforts

are not rewarded, it is an altruistic behavior.

[ hope you, the Ise High School students, study hard, and devote yourselves to
athletic or cultural activities in order to contribute to society by expanding your

potentials.
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