Good morning, everyone. And a Happy New Year to you all!
Today, I will tell you why I talk in English at each ceremony.

Recently, when I was on the Shinkansen express train,
approaching Nagoya, I noticed a slight change. The male
conductor announced in English, “The next stop is Nagoya. The
doors on the right side will open. Please be careful.” The
announcement used to be a recorded message in a female voice.
On TV, Nobel Prize winner Prof. Honjo Tasuku delivered his
speech in English. Kikuchi Yusei said, “Playing in the big league
has been a dream of mine since I was 15 years old.” He must
have been studying English as an essential tool to make his
dream come true. Nishikori Kei answers in English when
interviewed, not to mention Osaka Naomi. In 2020, when the
Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games are to be held, the air will
be filled with more foreign languages, especially English.

Last December, 19 students and 3 teachers, including me,
visited Taiwan and had a wonderful time with Wun-Shan Senior
High School’s students and teachers. The students must have
realized that English is a powerful tool to make friends with
people abroad. Mr. Tanioku, a math teacher, was also brave
enough to talk positively to the teachers in English. Tools must
be used as often as possible in order to be available. So I dare to
send my message to you in English.

On our trip to Taiwan, I also realized that knowledge, especially
scientific knowledge, is another powerful tool for international
communication. The more knowledge the students have in
common, the easier they were able to communicate with each
other. And I do hope international communication helps lower
the barriers among nations and contributes to world peace.

Keep on studying hard to be a member of the global society.
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