Good morning, everyone. Welcome back to school.

Today I would like to talk about “47- ¥ gij(atarimae).” English
expressions for “¥47- ¥ §j” are “natural,” “normal,” “obvious,” or “no surprise.”

Or you might know the expression “take something for granted.”

One of the biggest events this summer was the Inter-high school athletic
competition held in this Tokai area, which some of you took part in as players,
and others as supporters. I would like to thank all of you, especially who
volunteered to support the event. I enjoyed the opening ceremony, kyudo,
tennis, table tennis, and judo. On every occasion, the hosts, the special
guests, and the students representatives started their speeches with
mourning and sympathy to the victims of the flood in western Japan. As
students from every part of Japan had gathered there, some of them might
have lost their family or friends in the flood. = Some of them might have felt
far from enjoying sports.  All we could do was to support them so that they
could devote themselves to the competition.

We tend to take it for granted that we can live with our family, and spend
our school life with our friends. = We take it for granted that we can devote
ourselves to what we like, such as sports, school events, and so on. But it
never is. So we must do our best NOW and HERE, being thankful for what

we take for granted.

The second term is in the middle of each school year and will play the core
part of your school life. I hope you do your best NOW and HERE.
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