For the first year students, this will be your first time listening to my
English message at the ceremony. To get through an age of globalization,
you need to acquire communication skills in English.  So, I will give you

my message in English at the closing ceremony of the first term.

First, I would like to express my deep mourning for the victims of the
monstrous rain in Chugoku district. I am very shocked, and you must be
shocked, that so many people were killed so suddenly by the destructive
power of nature. We are helpless against natural disasters but we must be
wise and have a strong will to live all the more.  So you must not waste

your life, needless to say.

Now the summer vacation starts. And the summer vacation is the
chance for you to reflect on yourself. Today I want you to think about the

word “reflect.”

“Reflect” is made up of “re”, which means “backward”, and “flect”, which
means “to change direction.”  So reflection is to see something by changing
the direction backward. @ What do you think is the only thing that you
cannot see directly? The answer is “YOU,” yourself.  Usually, you are not
looking at yourself directly. You are looking at yourself through your family,
friends, or teachers. You must sometimes stop to think how you feel, what
you think is the most important for you, and what you really are. ~ And the
summer vacation is the best chance to reflect on yourself..

It is sometimes hard for you to look at your real self. But you must
accept the reality. By doing so, you can start your own life, which is much

better than living the life of someone else.

I hope to see you cheerfully come back to school at the opening ceremony
on 27th of August.
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