Good morning, everyone. Welcome back to school. 1 couldn’t wait to see you again
any longer. Please remember that there is at least one person who needs you. More

than one, I'm sure.

Do you remember that I declared “one month pasturage” at the closing ceremony of
the first semester? “Pasturage” means to experience something new away from the
routine, and to refresh yourself for the next step. What have you done during the

summer vacation? How was your “pasturage?”

I would like to tell you about an experience that one of our young teacher had during
this summer vacation. He had a chance to work for Kujira, which gives nursing care
service for severely disabled people. It is just behind Ise-topia. During the two-day
Iin-service training, he met a man who cannot speak but can communicate through
tablet PC. The teacher asked him if he was happy in Kujira. The man answered,
“So, s0.” Then the teacher asked why. The answer was; “I would like to work. I
always receive public service, but can never contribute to the public. I want to work
because my life is supported by tax.”

And finally, the man asked our young teacher to tell the students how valuable their
lives were and that they should pass the baton of life to their next generation, which he

could not dream of doing.

Have you ever wished to get a job in return for public support? I would like to tell
the man that his existence itself is valuable enough, meaningful enough. What we think
natural is not necessarily natural for everyone. Luckily, the young teacher was given a
chance to step out from his common sense. It was because he experienced something
new away from his routine. I believe that the young teacher also refreshed himself for

the next step.

I hope you had the same kind of experience during the summer vacation. And I
want you to tell your experience to your friends, to your teachers, and to me. Please
visit me in the principal’s room. Otherwise, you are young and you have enough time
to spend nice “pasturage” in the future.

Another routine starts today, and you need to make your daily lives colorful and

enjoyable. Good luck.
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